
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

May 21, 2019 
 
 
Mr. David Johnson 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
1829 S Oregon Street 
Yreka, CA 96097 
David_E_Johnson@fws.gov 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
Subject:  Notice of Applicability (NOA) for Coverage under the State Water Resources 

Control Board General 401 Water Quality Certification Order for Small 
Habitat Restoration Projects SB12006GN 

 
File:  Scott River Off-Channel Habitat Project 

CW-858340; WDID No. 1A190054WNSI 
 
This letter is to certify coverage of the Scott River Off-Channel Habitat Project (project) 
under the General 401 Water Quality Certification Order for Small Habitat Restoration 
Projects (SHRP Order); Order No. SB12006GN.  The goal of the project is to improve over-
wintering and over-summering rearing habitat for anadromous fish including the federally 
listed Southern Oregon Northern California Coast coho salmon (SONC coho).  To achieve 
this, this project will create a 0.25 acre off-channel pond that will connect to an existing 
backwater alcove of the Scott River.  Additionally, approximately twelve rootwads will be 
placed in the off-channel pond to increase habitat complexity and native willows and 
cottonwoods will be planted along the upper banks of the off-channel pond to provide 
shade and to increase habitat complexity.  
 
Background 
On April 12, 2019, the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Regional Water 
Board) received a complete Notice of Intent (NOI) from David Johnson, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (applicant) to comply with the terms of, and obtain project coverage under, 
the General 401 Order for the project.  This project is a joint effort and will be implemented 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Siskiyou Resource Conservation District, and the 
Mid-Klamath Watershed Council. 
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Project Location 
The project is located at river-mile 26.6 on the Scott River, four miles west of Fort Jones, 
CA, within the Scott Valley Hydrologic Unit 105.42.  The off-channel pond will be 
constructed at 41.6301° N, 122.9358° W (see figure 1).  
 

 
Figure 1: Project location 

 
Project Description 
The project will construct an off-channel pond feature that will offer refuge for over-
wintering, over-summering, and migrating fish, including SONC coho.  The pond is designed 
to be connected to the thalweg year-round, however, there may be no surface water 
connection during drought years.  Groundwater levels have been monitored at the project 
site within the floodplain since October of 2016.  Surface water and groundwater 
elevations are nearly identical, so the pond should remain wetted year-round. 
 
Construction will involve excavating the off-channel pond and flat-water access channel 
that will connect the pond to a backwater area of the mainstem Scott River.  The pond will 
be approximately eight feet deep from ground elevation (see figure 2).  Approximately 
10,000 to 12,000 cubic yards of material will be excavated from the site and deposited at a 
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nearby stable location.  To minimize the potential for long-term erosion at the site, large 
rock will be used to armor the inlet of the access channel for approximately 40 feet along 
the river-right stream-bank.  Existing mature willow tree along the western margin of the 
pond will offer immediate and long-term shade throughout the summer months, and 
rootwads and other woody material will be installed to create habitat complexity within 
the constructed habitat.  
 
Heavy equipment access to the site will rely on existing ranch roads leading directly to the 
location.  Turbidity barriers will be installed at the site and the applicant will coordinate 
the removal of salmonids if necessary.  Upon completion of the project, any temporary 
access routes and disturbed areas will be graded over and planted with native vegetation 
to reduce the potential for sediment inputs. 
 

 
Figure 2: Project plan view, including off-channel pond (left) and spoils site (right) 

 
 
The project is planned for installation between August 1st and October 15th, when 
construction will not directly impact the vulnerable spawning, incubation, and alevin 
stages of salmonids.  Although project implementation has been scheduled to avoid direct 
impacts to salmonids, the applicant has developed a contingency plan to protect salmonid 
species occurring in the area.  The approach includes the following fish and water quality 
protection measures: 
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Avoiding individual fish: 
• All construction activities will be completed within the seasonal low-flow period. 
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) biologists will conduct fisheries 

surveys of the Scott River throughout the project area to inform the capture and 
relocation of fish and aquatic species prior to construction, if necessary. 

• To isolate fish from the project area, and to limit sediment from entering the main 
channel, a berm consisting of washed, spawning sized rock will be established 
around the inlet channel.  Prior to berm establishment, CDFW personnel will haze 
fish from the inlet area. 

• After the berm is in place, and prior to the construction of the inlet channel, CDFW 
personnel will run a seine net within the isolated area to remove any salmonids. 

• Salmonids removed from the isolated area will be relocated by CDFW personnel to 
the most appropriate upstream or downstream area. 

• Once fish absence has been confirmed, the contractor will proceed with inlet 
construction. 

 
Minimizing impacts to water quality: 

Earth-disturbing work will include excavation of the pond to a depth of 
approximately eight feet below the ground elevation.  Approximately 10,000 to 
12,000 cubic yards of material are anticipated to be removed.  All spoils will be 
removed from the site via existing roads and deposited in a secure location 
approximately 400 feet from the active channel.  The spoils deposit location would 
only become inundated by high flows during periods of extreme high water, such as 
fifteen-year events.  Excavation will occur during the low-water period from August 
1 through October 15 and is expected to take five days.  All disturbed areas will be 
graded to match the surrounding topography and seeded with native plant seed and 
weed-free straw will be applied to minimize sediment inputs.  Weed-free straw will 
also be applied around the perimeter of the spoil deposit area to limit the potential 
for sedimentation. 

• Mechanized equipment will not be used within the wetted channel of the Scott 
River, and no reduced flow will occur from the project.  Construction of the inlet 
channel will be completed from the top of bank. 

• Construction of the inlet channel will temporarily create turbid conditions within a 
localized area of the mainstem Scott River.  These temporary conditions will not 
spread beyond the project site, as a protective berm will be established around the 
inlet of the off-channel pond to restrict turbid water from entering the river system 
during construction.  If applicable, the berm will be layered in weed-free straw or 
Visqueen for additional turbidity protection measures. 

• As a final step of implementation, the applicant will coordinate with CDFW staff to 
ensure that fish are not present within the protective berm area.  Upon confirmation 
that fish are absent, the berm will be breached, and all materials will be left 
instream to disperse naturally.  

• Work will cease and erosion control measures will be implemented when there is a 
forecast of more than 30% chance of rain, or at the onset of any precipitation. 
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• At the pond inlet, large cobble will be placed over an approximate 320 square-foot 
area of the mainstem bank to protect from erosion.  No rip-rap will be installed on 
the mainstem bank.  Cobble placement will not restrict fish movement in and out of 
the pond. 

 
Heavy equipment to be utilized for ground disturbance includes the following: 

• One mid- to large-sized excavator will be used to clear and grub the site, remove 
spoils, contour the pond, create the inlet, place large-wood features, and grade the 
site after construction. 

• One twenty-yard dump truck will be used to transport spoil materials from the pond 
site to the depository location.  

• One dozer will be used to clear and grub the pond site, contour the spoil depository 
location, and grade the site after construction.  

• One water tender will be used to dampen travel surfaces to reduce the dispersal of 
dust particles in the project area.  

• One service vehicle will be on site for refueling and equipment maintenance 
purposes.   

 
No other tools, equipment, or materials are anticipated to be utilized for pond construction. 
All equipment will be cleaned prior to arriving at the project site to minimize the 
introduction of invasive and non-native vegetation.  Staging, storage, and refueling areas 
for machinery, equipment, and materials shall be located a minimum of 200 feet from the 
river.  Any equipment or vehicles driven and/or operated within or adjacent to the river 
channel shall be checked and maintained daily to prevent leaks.  Absorbent materials 
designed for spill containment and cleanup activities will be kept onsite for use in the case 
of an accidental spill. 
 
Project Size 
The total project area is approximately 0.75 acres and 40 linear feet.  The project size does 
not exceed what is allowed for coverage under the General 401 Order and associated 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) categorical exemption (section 15333). 
 
Project Associated Discharge 
Approximately 55 tons of rip-rap and 25 tons of cobbles, to be used to protect the inlet of 
the pond from erosion; five tons of clean river-run rock to be used to construct the berm; 
12 pieces of large woody debris; and 300 pounds of weed free straw will be discharged to 
waters of the state. 
 
Project Time Frame 
Start date:  August 1, 2019 
Completion date:  October 31, 2019 
Number of work days:  Approximately five days 
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Agency Permits 
The applicant has applied to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for a section 404 permit 
(Nationwide Permit 27) and to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife for a Lake 
and Streambed Alteration Agreement. 
 
Notice of Applicability & Project Determination 
Regional Water Board staff has determined that the proposed activities as described in the 
NOI are categorically exempt from CEQA review and may proceed under the General 401 
Order. 
 

Receiving Water: Scott River, Scott Valley Hydrologic Unit 105.42 
Project Size: Area 0.75 acres 
 Length 40 linear feet 
Latitude/Longitude: 41.6301° N, 122.9358° W 
Certification Expiration: May 21, 2024 

 
Monitoring and Reporting Schedule 
The applicant has submitted a monitoring and reporting plan with the NOI.  The monitoring 
plan includes fish monitoring (seasonal rearing population estimates, salmonid growth 
rates, and residency time and movement patterns) and water quality monitoring (dissolved 
oxygen levels and water temperature). 
 
As required in Section B, Item 4, of the General 401 Order, monitoring reports shall be 
submitted to document the achievement of performance standards and project goals.  
A report will be submitted to the Regional Water Board following the completion of each 
seasonal work period and upon project completion.  This report will include the pre- and 
post-project monitoring findings and indicate whether performance standards have been 
achieved.  Each report will include the following information: 
 

• Summary of findings; 
• Identification and discussion of problems with achieving performance standards; 
• Proposed corrective measures as needed (requires Regional Water Board approval); 

and, 
• Monitoring data 

 
A Notice of Completion (NOC) shall be submitted by the applicant no later than 30 days 
after the project has been completed.  A complete NOC includes at a minimum: 
photographs with a descriptive title, the date each photograph was taken, the name of the 
photographic site, the WDID number indicated above, and success criteria for the project. 
The NOC shall demonstrate that the project has been carried out in accordance with the 
project description as provided in the applicant’s NOI.  Please include the project name and 
WDID number with all future inquiries and document submittals.  Document submittals 
shall be made electronically to:  NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov. 
 

mailto:NorthCoast@waterboards.ca.gov
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The State Water Resources Control Board General 401 Water Quality Certification Order 
for Small Habitat Restoration Projects SB09016GN can be found here:  
 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/docs/generalorders/s
hrpcert032713.pdf 
 
Please call Jake Shannon at (707) 576-2673 if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________ 
Matthias St. John 
Executive Officer 
 
190521_JJS_er_Scott River Off-Channel Habitat Project_NOA 
 
Original to:   David Johnson, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
            David_E_Johnson@fws.gov 
 
cc: Preston Harris, Siskiyou Resource Conservation District, sisqrcd@sisqtel.net 

Brad Henderson, Calif Dept of Fish & Wildlife, Brad.Henderson@wildlife.ca.gov 
State Water Resources Control Board, Stateboard401@waterboards.ca.gov 
Jennifer Siu, EPA Region 9, Siu.Jennifer@epa.gov 
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