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RARE PLANT SURVEY FOR THE RANCHO DEL SOL SCOTT RIVER BANK 
ADJUSTMENT 

 
The area on Rancho Del Sol where a proposed bank adjustment is being considered,  
was visited with Preston Harris on July 18, 2017 to determine if there were any 
special status plant species that would be impacted by the project.  The proposed 
site was carefully examined.  The site is situated on the edge of an alfalfa field with 
the bank erosion eventually endangering the field.  Most of the plants present in the 
area including the river bottom are not native to the area.  
 
Special status plant species potentially occurring in the study area included: woolly 
balsamroot (Balsamorhiza lanata); Scott Valley phacelia (Phacelia greenei); Coast 
sidalcea (Sidalcea oregana ssp. eximia; Waldo daisy (Erigeron bloomeri var. 
nudatus); Mountain lady’s slipper (Cypripedium montanum); and Scott Valley 
buckwheat (Eriogonum umbellatum var. lautum).   
 
No special status plant species were encountered in the project area and immediate 
vicinity.  
 
Native species present include coyote willow (Salix exigua); smooth scouring rush 
(Equisetum laevigatum); common madia (Madia elegans) and rayless goldenaster 
(Heterotheca oregana).  Most of the plants present in the area including the river 
bottom are not native to the area.  There are several noxious species present within 
the project area including spotted knapweed (Centaurea maculosa); yellow star 
thistle (Centaurea solstitialis); Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense); quackgrass 
(Elytrigia repens); Klamathweed (Hypericum perforatum); Marlahan mustard (Isatis 
tinctoria); Russianthistle (Salsola tragus); and puncturevine (Tribulus terrestris).   
Numerous other non-native species dominate the area including poison hemlock 
(Conium maculatum), Kentucky blue grass (Poa pratensis), bulbous bluegrass (Poa 
bulbosa) and cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum). 
 
The presence of noxious weeds, especially puncturevine suggests that care should 
be taken during the project not to spread the puncturevine to new locations 
previously uninvaded.    

 


